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their support, both white and colored Greek and Jew. The election will be in 
February. (pray for the old Shepherd.) 

M. L. I am writing to you to extend an invitation to be our guest on either of 
these dates February, 17th or 24th. I feel its time for you to come to us. (Its almost 
a must) -people of all races are continually asking about your coming. I would 
like to make this one of the finest programs that they have had at this new huge 
Civic Center Auditorium. You can get some good (sugar) out of this deal if you 
would come at this time. Also I would like for you to bring Coretta to render 
several selections, along with the baby, since we haven’t seen her, and you all 
spend some time with us. 

Think about it and let me know, as it will take some time to work up my pro- 
gram and engage the Auditorium. Regards to wife and baby. ven is fine. 

Love, 
[signed] Joel 
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I .  Joel King was not elected as councilman. 

To Medgar Wiley Evers 

11 December 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King responds to Evers ’s invitation to speak in  Mississippi. Euers wrote King on 17 
December to say that “our greatest inspiration was Sunday S mass meeting where 
thousands of liberty-1ouingAm’cans closed out the Institute. . . . Our only regret was 
that we were unable to attend all the previous sessions in which you had engaged.” 

Mr. Medgar W. Evers, Field Secretary 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
Mississippi State Office 
Masonic Temple Building 
1072 Lynch Street, Room 7 
Jackson, Mississippi 

Dear Mr. Evers: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of November 13, inviting me to 
address the Jackson, Mississippi Branch of the NAACP. First, I must apologize for 
being so tardy in my reply. Absence from the city and the accumulation of a flood 
of mail account for the delay. 

I have considered your request very seriously. It seems, however, that my sched- 
ule is too uncertain at this point to make any definite commitment. I am negoti- 470 
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ating at this time on the possibility of being out of the country for about two 
months in the late Spring and early summer. I cannot accept any further engage- 
ments until this matter has been finally cleared up. I would suggest that you write 
me again around the first of February, and I can let you know then exactly 
whether or not I can come to Jackson. I wish it were possible to give you a definite 
answer at this time, but present conditions make it impossible. 

It was a real pleasure having you in Montgomery yesterday. Your presence 
added much to the success of our meeting. You have my prayers and best wishes 
for continued success as you continue your struggle against the forces of evil and 
injustice in the state of Mississippi. 

Yours very truly, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
Minister 

MLKmlb 

15Dec 
1956 

(Dictated by Dr. King but transcribed and signed in his absence.) 
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“Desegregation and the Future,” 
Address Delivered at the Annual Luncheon 
of the National Committee for Rural Schools 

[ 15 December 19561 
[New York, A! I.: ] 

King delivers this address at New Ywk City S Commodore Hotel to the annual luncheon 
of the National Committee for Rural Schools, an organization that sought to improve 
and equalize public education in  the rural South. Labor leader BenjaminR 
McLaurin, one of the organizers of the committee, and Jack Stetson, rector of the 
International Ladies Garment Workers Institute, presided over the event. Preceding 
Kings address, Billy F h m i n g ,  a leader ofthe Clarendon County Improvement 
Association, reported on the desegregation movement in South Carolina and paid 
tribute to the courage ofJudgeJ Waties Waring, chair of the National Committee for 
Rural Schools. Social psychologist Kenneth Clark introduced King, observing of the 
Montgomery protest leaders that they had “the potential for truly great leadership; 
not just leadership of the American Negro, but. . . the potential for leadership of a 
spiritual, ethical and moral side of the Amm‘can people who are sorely in  need of such 
leadership.”’ Referring to his recent experience with segregated dining policies at the 
Atlanta airport, King claims that equality is not only quantitative but also 
qualitative, “not on4 a matter of mathematics and geometry” but ‘h matter of 
psychology. ” 

I .  For a complete transcript of this event, see Joseph F. Wilson, TeuringDown the Colm Bur (New 
York Columbia University Press, 1989). pp. 281-310. 47 1 
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